City start-up wins Tata Social Enterprise Challenge

WINNER

Tt sum or  Rupees
Two Lakh Only

‘Saans’, which won the challenge, is a mechanical

Continuous Positive Airway Pressure device used to
maintain constant pressure and air flow to keep the
lungs of newborns and infants open when they have

problems while breathing

(are 70538

£ 200000
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BENGALURU: A low-cost med-
ical device invented by a

city-based  start-up  has

emerged the winner of the
Tata Social Enterprise Chal-
lenge 2014-15, an initiative
of the Tata group and Indian
Institute of Management,
Calcutta. !
‘Saans’ is a mechanical
Continuous Positive Airway
Pressure (CPAP) device used
to maintain constant pres-
sure and air flow to keep the
lungs of newborns and in-
fants open when they have
problems while breathing.
Jagadish Chaturvedi, an
ENT surgeon, who is among
the eight inventors compris-
ing engineers and doctors

from India and abroad, said:
“In India, institutional deliv-
eries are increasing in pri-
mary health centres in rural
areas. While transporting
premature babies to bigger
hospitals when there is a
need, it is necessary to keep
the gas exchange going in the
alveoli of the lungs. With this
device, even the mother or a
relative can keep pumping.”
‘Mitesh Kumar, an engi-
neer, said the device could
cost Rs. 12,000, which is
“four times cheaper than the
available options”™
“However, it will take
about nine months for us to
finalise the model. After
that, we may approach the
Karnataka government for a
collaboration,” he added.



